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but says he is probably a very suitable person. He is vexed at Lafayette's conduct respecting the noblesse, and says that, although he has a good deal of management (conduite) in his affairs, he has done much evil from the want of genius (esprit\ in which idea he is not entirely wrong."
On July 14th the great fete of the federation was held, when the world of Paris celebrated the anniversary of the fall of the Bastille, and swore to obey the new constitution. There were three hundred thousand spectators assembled in the great amphitheatre in the Champ de Mars, Here could be seen the courtesan and the chaste maiden, the capuchin and the chevalier of St. Louis, the porter and the dandy of the Palais Royal, the fishwoman and the fine lady, mingled together, and together they swore fraternity. How they kept the oath history tells. At the elevation of the Host by the celebrant, the Bishop of Autun, all that vast multitude fell on their knees. Lafayette placed his sword on the altar, and gave the signal for taking the oath. One moment of intense silence, while he swore to be faithful to nation and king ; then all swords drawn, all arms raised, and from all lips came the oath, " I swear." Then from the king came the words, " I, King of the French, swear to protect the constitution I have accepted/* Frantic enthusiasm greeted .the queen, who, with the Dauphin in her arms, said, "The king's sentiments are mine." Then the Te Deum gave the amen to the oath. All the while the rain kept falling in torrents on the pageant. In the evening another great fete was held, and on the ruins of the Bastille one saw the sign, " Ici Ton danse." All night long Paris was en fete.
"Your fete is passed," Morris wrote, July 26th, of this fcvent to William Short; "I trust that no sinister accidents have resulted from it. When we reflect on the inci-22      '  f
